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God Gives the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5)

Main Point: God gave us His Law to show us our complete need for Him.

Key Verse: For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are. - Romans 3:20 NLT
Materials: A string with ten knots tied in it, a pair of scissors.
Hands on Application:
· Say: How many of you have heard of the Ten Commandments before? Almost all of you, I’m sure. We’ve heard them plenty of times, but does anyone know why God gave us the Ten Commandments? God gave the Ten Commandments to show us just how much we need Him.
· Say: I need a volunteer to look up and read a verse for me. Choose a volunteer to look up James 2:10–11. What did that verse say? It says that if you break even one commandment, then you have really broken all the commandments. This may seem confusing at first, but think of the Ten Commandments like this string. Hold up your string with knots tied in it.
· Say: Let’s say breaking a commandment is like cutting one of these knots. If I cut just one of the knots, is the whole string cut? Cut the string. Yes. Does it matter which knot I cut? No. If I cut the string at all, the string is cut – whether I cut the first knot or the last one doesn’t make a difference. Well, what if I want undo what I have done? Is there any way for me to “uncut” the string? No, sadly, there is nothing I can do to make the string uncut.
Group Discussion:

· Say: The Ten Commandments, or the Law, is just like our string: if we break even one of the Commandments of God’s Law, then we have broken the entire thing. And I know that each one of us here has broken AT LEAST one of the Ten Commandments.
· Say: Now, when God gave the Ten Commandments, do you think that He didn’t know that we would end up breaking them? Do you think He was surprised when His people couldn’t hold up their end of the covenant, or promise? Of course not! God knows everything, so He knew from the very beginning that we would never be able to obey the Ten Commandments. The reason God gave the Law was for us to see our own sinfulness compared to God’s perfection. 
· Say: God’s Commandments give us a picture of God’s perfect standard. Clearly, we are not able to live up to that perfect standard. Because we have all broken God’s Law, the Bible says, “No one measures up to God’s glory.” (Romans 3:23). And none of us can undo what we have done. When we realize that we are helpless to obey the Law, we see that we need God to save us from our own sinfulness. And He did, by sending His Son, Jesus, to die for us and take the punishment that we deserved. I told you that Romans says, “Everyone has sinned. No one measures up to God’s glory.” Just listen to the next verse: “The free gift of God’s grace makes all of us right with Him. Christ Jesus paid the price to set us free.” (Romans 2:24) This is the best news ever! God’s Law helps us see our need for a Savior; God’s Son came to be that Savior! When we trust in Jesus, we are forgiven, and Jesus’ perfection is given to us (Romans 3:22, 5:17).
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your students will remember that they need God more than anything else because of their sin, and that God saved them through His Son Jesus. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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